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ABOUT THE BOOK

This book is a translation of

ِ
وْقِِفِِ المُُسْْلِِم فِيي الفِِتَنِ� عِِيََّةِ ِ لَِمَ ْ الضَََّوَابِطِ الشَّرْ�

ad-Ḍawābiṭ ash-Sharʾiyyah
li-Mawqifil-Muslim fil-Fitan

by Shaykh Saleh ibn Abdul-Aziz al-Shaykh

I would like to bring to the readers’ attention that this 
book is NOT a word-for-word translation of  the Arabic 
text. Rather, in order to simplify the language, and 
clarify the issues under discussion, I have translated the 
essence of  the Shaykh words in few sentences (only).
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If  what I have translated is correct, then this is by the 
Grace of  Allāh, the All-Mighty—but if  I have erred, 
I ask Allāh to forgive me.

May Allāh accept this humble effort to translate and 
make widespread the writings of  the scholars of  Ahl 
as-Sunnah wal-Jamāʿah. And may He grant me many 
more similar opportunities in the future—Amīn

Shawana A. Aziz



TABLE OF CONTENTS

v

TABLE OF CONTENTS

. About the Book............................................... 	 iii

. Table of Contents........................................... 	 v

. Preface............................................................. 	 viii

. Definition of Principles and Rules............... 	 1

. Benefits of Adhering to the Principles and 
. Rules of Ahl as-Sunnah wal-Jamāʿah.......... 	 3

. Sources of the Principles and Rules 
. That Are Explained in This Book................. 	 7

. 1st Principle: When Fitan (sing. Fitnah) emerge
and situations change, then one should act with
kindness, wisdom and deliberation and without
haste.................................................................. 	 10



Islamic Principles

vi

. 2nd Principle: If Fitan emerge or the situations
change, then do not give a judgment about
anything related to the Fitan or concerning
the change in the situation except after fully
grasping or understanding it.................................	 17

. 3rd Principle: Muslims should abide by justice
and fairness in all issues................................... 	 25

. 4th Principle: Muslims must adhere to the
Jamāʾah of Ahl as-Sunnah wal-Jamāʿah and abide
by their sayings................................................. 	 29

. 5th Principle: Muslims should weigh the banners
that are raised during Fitan in the scale of
the Sharīʿah..................................................................	 37

. 6th Principle: There are rules for statements and
actions during times of Fitan; not every saying and
action which appears good to you should be
carried out...............................................................	 52

. 7th Principle: Allāh has ordered us to align
ourselves with the believers, especially
the scholars............................................................. 	 60
�. Characteristics of the Scholars (who should

be referred)...................................................... 	 62



TABLE OF CONTENTS

vii

�. Analyzing the statement, the scholars of today
do not understand the current affairs............... 	 63

. 8th Principle: Disassociation from
the disbelievers...................................................... 	 69
�. Tawalli, Muwālāt, and Istiʾānah..................... 	 70

. 9th Principle: Don’t apply the aḥādīth of Fitan
to the incidents or events that you are living.... 	 76



PREFACE



PREFACE

ix

All Praise be to Allāh, Who said:

چ چ  چ    چ  چ  ڇ  ڇڇ  ڇ  ڍ         
ڎ  ڈڈ  ژ  ژ  ڑ  ڑ ک    ڍ  ڌڌ  ڎ  

چ ک  ک  گ  گ  گ  گ  ڳ  ک  

“For every nation,We have ordained religious 
ceremonies which they must follow; so let them 
(the disbelievers) not dispute with you on the 
matter, but invite them to your Lord. Verily! 
You (O Muhammad) indeed are on the (true) 
straight guidance. And if  they argue with you, 

say; “Allāh knows best of  what you do.”
[Sūrah al-Ḥajj, 22:67-68]

چ ڌ  ڌ  ڎ   ڎڈ  ڈ  ژ  ژ  
ڑڑ  ک  ک   ک  ک  گ   گ  گ  گ  ڳ  ڳ   

ڳ  ڳ  ڱ  ڱ  ڱڱ   ں  ں  ڻ         ڻ  ڻ  ڻ  چ



Islamic Principles

x

“Is not Allāh Sufficient for His slave? Yet they 
try to frighten you with those besides Him! And 
whom Allāh sends astray, for him there will be 
no guide. And whomsoever Allāh guides, for 
him there will be no misleader. Is not Allāh 

All-Mighty, Possessor of  Retribution?”
[Sūrah az-Zumar, 39:36-37]

“I testify that there is no deity worthy of being 
worshiped except Allāh Alone, Who has no partner.”

If  this testimony of  Tawḥīd (Oneness of  Allāh) was 
to penetrate the heart of  a person, then he will know 
from it what are those statements and actions that are 
beloved and pleasing to Allāh:

“I bear witness that Muhammad is the slave of 
Allāh and His Messenger, His chosen (slave) and 
His beloved, and he is the one (whom Allāh sent) 

with glad-tidings and warnings.”

The Prophet g gave glad tidings, and he warned 
(against the evil), and he taught (the religion). So glad 
tidings be for the one, who adheres to his Sunnah and 
follows his way, and sticks to his g guidance.


