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Foreword

Dr. Bilal Philips

Shaykh Karim Abu Zaid’s book Know Your Lord is a worthy addition to
the growing body of Islamic literature in English available on Zawhid
(Monotheism) and Agidah (Beliefs), from 40 years ago in the early
80's when [ wrote 7he Fundamentals of Tawhid. In those days, the only
available book was the translation of Shaykh Muhammad ibn Abdul
Wahab’s Kitab at-1awhid (a teaching manual on Zawhid with very
little explanation) which he had prepared for his students. It consisted
of a concise compilation of Quranic verses and narrations (Abadith)
on various topics of Monotheism which the average English reader at
that time would have difliculty following. In fact, when I wrote 7he
Fundamentals of Tawhid, which was based on various commentaries
on Shaykh Muhammad ibn Abdul Wahab’s teaching manual as well
as other works like Sharh al-Aqidah ar-Tahawiyyah, 1 couldn’t find any
Muslim publisher willing to publish it in either the UK or the USA.
Eventually, I had to publish it myself.




Shaykh Karim Abu Zaid’s book Know Your Lord is notable among the
English Islamic literature available on 7zwhid and Aqidah—in that
it is comprehensive, yet concise. Shaykh Karim covers many topics
which are necessary for students of knowledge, as well as the average
Muslim. It is a compilation from many classical texts, which are then
related to contemporary issues, similar to the methodology used in my
work on the subject.

The reader will greatly benefit from learning the proper methodologies of
understanding the true principles of Islamic theological beliefs, realities,
and characteristics of Allah %
and instructions are provided to ensure that Muslims do not fall into
error, and deviations regarding Allah % and His Names and Attributes.

. Furthermore, extensive information,

In summary, it is a good effort of one of my students on the critical
subject of knowing our Lord. May Allah & bless all who contributed
to it and all who read it.

Dr Bilal Philips is an Islamic scholar, teacher, speaker, author, and
the founder and chancellor of the International Open University.

www.ion.edu.gm




Foreword

Shaykh Jalal Abualrub

All thanks and praises are due to Allah %, Creator of all things, and
may Allah’s & Honor, Mercy and Blessings be on all of His Prophets,
starting with Adam ¥, passing through Nah (Noah) %, ’Ibrahim
(Abraham) %, Musa (Moses) %, and Isa (Jesus) ¥, and ending with

Muhammad £, Allah’s & final Prophet and Messenger.

Knowing the Creator of everything is an essential part of /madn, that
is, the Islamic Faith. By knowing Allah ¥, we, His creation, are able
to recognize His Might, Majesty, infinite Power, and Ability, and that
He is the Only Creator and Sustainer of all creations.

Knowing that the Creator of everything is One, the only One, directs
us to recognize that He is the only One Who deserves to be worshiped,
and that all acts of worship should only be directed at Him, Alone,
without partners.




Knowing the Creator of everything by His Names and Attributes, fills
our hearts with His Might, Power, Mercy, Forgiveness, Generosity, and
His other infinite qualities, directing us to have a fear of the Creator, and
obedience to Him in anticipation of His aid, protection, and rewards.

Knowing that the Creator of everything is the One Who Alone guides
His creation ultimately leads them to certain knowledge that He has sent
a prophet to every nation that existed, and guides humankind through
His Revelations to their One and Only Creator. Allah’s & Prophets and
Revelations inform His creation about His Names, Attributes, warnings,

promises, actions, commandments, and news of the past, the present, and
the future, especially the greatest Day of all time, the Day of Judgment,
when all creations stand between the Hands of Allah for judgment.
Therefore, knowing the Creator is an essential aspect of "/man, that is,

the Islamic Faith. Allah % said in the Quran:
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“Such is Allah, your Lord! La ilaha illa Huwa (none has the right
to be worshiped but He), the Creator of all things. So worship
Him (Alone), and He is the Wakil (Trustee, Disposer of affairs,
Guardian, etc.) over all things.”™
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I have known Shaykh Karim Abu Zaid for well over a decade. We need
people of knowledge like Shaykh Karim, those who have intimate
knowledge of the original Islamic resources, all of which are in Arabic, in
addition to being apprised of Western culture and the English language.

' Surah al-’An‘am (6:102), Hilali transl.



In addition to being an Imam of one of the biggest Islamic centers in
Denver, Colorado, Shaykh Karim travels to various Islamic centers
and masjids in the United States to deliver Friday speeches and give
lectures on various aspects of Islam, preaching the Quran and Prophet
Muhammad’s &> Sunnah.

Even though Shaykh Karim is busy being the /mam and teacher of his
local community, he has authored several beneficial books in English
teaching and explaining Islam. However, the Islamic library in English
is very modest in size and scope in comparison to the Islamic library in
Arabic, which consists of hundreds of thousands of books. Therefore
there is a great need for people of knowledge to translate many more
classical works on Islam, as well as, authoring books that discuss all
aspects of Islam addressed to today’s audiences and challenges.

I ask Allah % to reward Shaykh Karim for his efforts, and benefit
Muslims and non-Muslims with his knowledge and the books he has
authored and translated.

All thanks are due to Allah %, the Creator of all things, and may His
Honor, Blessings, Peace and Mercy be on Muhammad ¢, Allah’s %
final Prophet and Messenger.

Shaykh Jalal Abualrub is an Islamic scholar, teacher, and
author and translator of nearly 60 books under the project:
Explaining Islam to the World.

www.islamlife.com
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Preface

The title Know Your Lord cannot be understood without defining the
scope of the terms involved. The guided way a person may acquire
knowledge about Allah %

% in this world, so knowledge of Him must come through Revelation,

is through Revelation. No one can see Allah

not perception. This statement automatically discounts divinity from
objects and humans, and brings us a big step closer to knowing our Lord
through the pursuit of knowledge. The Prophet ¢ said, “Be informed
that none of you can see Allah until you die.”” The Prophet > made
that statement in the context of warning us against the Anti-Christ
(al-Masih ad-Dajjil) who will try to convince people that he is God.
The point of the Prophet’s 42> warning is that if a person claims to be

& said:

God in this life, then that person is automatically a liar. Allah %

RN wv’r; S5

2 Muslim (7356); Tirmidhi (2235).




“Or were they created by nothing, or were they the creators [of
themselves]? Or did they create the heavens and the earth?
Rather, they are not certain.””

The answer to these questions is clear to anyone with a sound mind.

When one looks at the creation of Allah %, two conclusions are
inescapable: there must be a Creator, and the attributes and qualities
of the creation cannot be equal to or like the Creator. Allah # said:
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“Then is He who creates like one who
does not create? So will you not be reminded?”™

Allah % also said:

%c—ut& 1 4 uﬁ/g{;b :)%gj%

“And they encompass not a thing of His knowledge
except for what He wills.”®

% and
the reward that ensues from fidelity to that knowledge except through
that which comes to us from Allah % Himself through Revelation. The
Messenger of Allah ¢ said, “There is nothing by means of which

This means that we cannot gain any knowledge about Allah

one may draw close to Paradise (Jannah) and move far away from

Hell (Jahannam) but it has been explained to you.”®

3 Surah at-Tar (52:35-36). Sahih International transl.

* Surah an-Nahl (16:17), Sahih International transl.

5 Surah al-Badarah (2:255), Sahih International transl.
At-Tabarani in A/-Kabir (1647), Sabib by Al-Albani.




